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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

Remote and Flexible Learning  
As we move into the first full week of learning from home for most families, I would like to acknowledge the attitude and effort 
of the Bell community (students, teachers and parents/carers) in these challenging times. There are still many unknowns with 
problems and dilemmas emerging daily, and this will continue to frustrate everyone to varying degrees. There will be hits and 
misses along the way as teachers do not have the opportunity to alter a lesson mid-way through or modify for certain kids 
during delivery as they do every day when teaching face to face. This is one of the great frustrations for staff as they plan, then 
roll out lessons knowing that the usual differentiation is severely hamstrung when working remotely. I am sure parents/carers 
will share in some of these frustrations as they support the learning as best they can. However, I hope people can also recognise 
some of the joys too, such as sharing the sense of pride and achievement when there is a successful learning moment. Every 
student and parent needs to remember – have a go, do your best but don’t stress. 
 

Grade level teams are now collaboratively planning activities for what we are calling stage 2 of remote and flexible learning, 
which will be phased in week 3 and beyond with the following considerations: 
 

 Support and advice from leadership as teams reflect on what appears to be working well and what needs adjusting or 
completely changing; 

 Reflecting on feedback from parents/carers and picking up on key themes from students’ comments via Google Classroom 
(Gr 4-6); 

 Introducing the rest of the DET teaching and learning guidelines which includes specific time allocations and suggested 
structures for families to work with.   

 

The Leadership and DigiTech teams are working to rollout more online tools to enhance the interactions between teachers and 
families who are both working from home. The aim is to make better daily connections to monitor students’ wellbeing and 
engagement (arguably our biggest challenges) plus provide greater support and feedback about learning activities. Keep 
Compass open for more details about stage 2 of learning from home and the expansion of online tools. 
 

Feedback From Families 
Staff have been very grateful for the positive feedback about initial communication and organisation as we move into this new 
way of teaching and learning for the next period. Direct communication to the school via the email account or constructive and 
respectful comments to grade teachers about learning activities can only help us as we navigate through  remote teaching and 
learning. However, in my opinion, non-constructive comments posted in online forums do not benefit the school and do not 
help us make Bell a better place for learning. Keeping this in mind will be important as we expand the online interactions within 
platforms such as Google Classroom over the next few weeks. 
 

Grade 4, 5 and 6 Camps 
Due to the restrictions around COVID-19,  we have contacted all three camps, and currently the Grade 6 and 5 camps have 
been postponed to early and late term 4 respectively. Unfortunately, the Grade 4 Bike Ed camp had to be cancelled as there 
were no other dates suitable later in the year. Obviously, the senior school camps will be reviewed in a timely manner if 
restrictions for these types activities are not lifted by DET. 
 

Access to School Grounds 
The Department have given us guidelines that schools are restricted areas and only those persons mentioned on the signs on 
all gates are allowed to enter the school grounds. I ask all families to adhere to the Victorian Government instructions, 
especially in the case of the play equipment as those areas are considered public playgrounds given our low fences.  
 
David Twite 
Principal 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

APRIL 
 Sat 25: ANZAC Day 

 Sun 26: Kid’s View Conference (Gr6) 

 Tue 28: 2021 Prep School Tours (9.30am or 5.30pm) 

 Thu 30: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Thu 21: District Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 12.00-2.30 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Wed 3: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 9.30-12.00 

 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 

 
 

 

From the Office: 
 

Outstanding Payment Reminder: 
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 16 February 2020 Qkr! 

or 
CC over the phone 

 

Update of Student Details: 
 

You will be receiving a copy of the Student Enrolment Information Form via email sometime this week.  Please take 
time to read over the details for your child/ren.  If you can make any necessary amendments to the pages online, 
please do so and return to bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  If it’s easier to print and make any changes, please do so, 
then either scan and return via email, or mail the hardcopy to Bell.  Thanks for your help keeping our records up to 
date. 
 

 

Please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues: 

* making a payment               * using Qkr!               * using Compass 
 

 

mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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From the Wellbeing Office: 
 

Creating a Personal Learning Centre for your Child 

Schools work hard to reinforce in students that learning doesn’t end 
at the school gate. In fact, the notion of continuous learning is one 
of the greatest gifts a child can receive as it sets them on the road 
to a lifetime of learning and self-improvement. 

A practical way parents can develop a continuous learning mindset 
in their child is by establishing a Personal Learning Centre at home, 
and it’s easier than you might think. 

Location carries memory 

If you’ve ever established a dedicated children’s play space in your home then you’ll know how powerful 
location can be for shaping attitudes and behaviour. Your children will have learned to associate play with 
those designated areas – as location consistently carries memory of use. The same principle applies when 
you establish a personal learning centre – your child will associate learning with that designated space, 
which is reinforced every time they spend time there. 

It’s more than a workspace 

At the moment, your children may use a desk or kitchen table that doubles as a workspace for homework, 
projects or completing other formal school tasks. This workspace probably doesn’t necessarily promote 
deep or pleasurable learning. It enables kids to get their schoolwork done. 

A Personal Learning Centre is part library, part research centre, part entertainment area and part creative 
space. It’s a place that a child chooses to retreat to for fun and informal learning, a place to find answers 
to those quirky questions such as “why do my fingers go wrinkly in the bath?”, a place to go to read more 
about their favourite band/hobby/sport; a place where learning, curiosity and comfort come together. 
More importantly, a Personal Learning Centre helps promote the concept of lifelong learning to children, 
which is a wonderful mindset to develop. 

Features of a Personal Learning Centre 

A Personal Learning Centre can be established anywhere in a house or apartment, including in a child’s 
bedroom or any quiet space. It can have some or all of the following features: 

 Comfortable place for reading – bean bag, couch or chair 
 A bookshelf with a variety of fiction and non-fiction books 
 A digital screen (portable or fixed) for research 
 Materials for writing, recording and note taking 
 Digital device equipped with age-appropriate apps and programs that enable learning, research 

and content creation 
 A place for a water bottle or jug of water 
 Table or desk and suitable lighting 

What’s in a name? 

A quick glance at the list above may have you thinking that a Personal Learning Centre is basically a desk 
with a few fancy gadgets attached. On one level this is correct however there are three advantages a 
Personal Learning Centre has over a simple work space or desk. 
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First, the name says it all. A Personal Learning Centre is a place children can go to learn, not necessarily to 
work. In the past educators have managed to make learning seem very unattractive for kids by using terms 
such as ‘homework’, ‘work tasks’, ‘projects’ to describe the learning they are to undertake at home. Some 
rephrasing is desperately needed if we are to engage kids to see themselves as continuous learners and 
not continuous workers. 

Second, the nature of a Personal Learning Centre implies that it’s something to build upon rather than a 
finite entity. You can start a Personal Learning Centre very simply by establishing a bookshelf and some 
comfortable chairs, and build from there. 

Third, a Personal Learning Centre is a concept that your child can take into adulthood that’s easily adapted 
to suit any situation. When I travel, my Personal Learning Centre consists of a phone, a book and any 
comfortable couch or chair I can find. It’s the idea rather than the furniture and physical setting where 
the learning magic lays. 

Getting started is easy 

Start by setting up your own Personal Learning Centre. If you think this is a strange idea then there’s no 
point introducing it to kids. It just won’t wash, as your heart won’t be in it. Set aside a space for your own 
learning – a chair in another room with a few books, a space to go to read the newspaper; or a quiet place 
to look up recipes on YouTube. Start small and gradually build from there. If you feel comfortable so far 
congratulate yourself for taking concrete steps down a lifelong learner path. 

The next step is introduce the idea to your child. This shouldn’t be a difficult idea to sell, particularly if you 
provide some new writing implements and perhaps a comfortable chair or beanbag for their new Personal 
Learning Centre. 

Timing makes a big difference to how ideas are received so going back to school is the ideal time to present 
this new idea to your kids as they tend to be more open to change at this time. Also, for kids going back 
to school, a Personal Learning Centre maybe a whole lot cooler than returning to the same old work desk 
for the first assignment for the year. 

 
Michael Grose  
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Remote Learning Ideas:  
 

 

HELLO FROM DAREBIN LIBRARIES 
 
While our physical libraries are closed, we still have lots to offer you.  We are working 
on some new programming but in the meantime, we have free e-Resources available. 
 
Homework Help:  
 

 Britannica Library: ideal homework help for students of all ages and levels  

 World Book online: a fun and easy to use resource of kids, students or advanced research  

 Darebin Heritage: browse our local history website, with over 900 articles on Darebin's history, a collection of 
photographs, oral histories and even fun local history activities for children. 

 
Educational Games: 
 

 BusyCode: a fun introduction to coding for children aged 6 to 11  

 BusyThings: a fun filled curriculum-based activity site for kids aged 3 to 11  

 Literacy Planet: interactive English literacy activities for students of all ages and abilities  

 Muzzy: a fun resource for kids to learn languages including Italian, Spanish, Chinese and French. 
 
Resources for your students to Read, Listen and Watch:  
 

 Borrow Box: provides high quality digital content with thousands of eBooks and audiobooks to choose from  

 Kanopy: discover over 30,000 films and documentaries something for everyone including children  

 Story Box Library: imagine the best stories being read aloud to you by your favourite storyteller  

 TumbleBook Library: features animated talking books, chapter books, videos, non-fiction titles books in other 
languages such as French and Spanish  

 RB Digital: read comics online a range of over 1,500 titles from Disney to Marvel to manga  

 Who Next? A guide to children’s authors and ideas on what to read next.  
  
With a Darebin Library membership, students can access all these eResources for free through the Darebin Libraries 
website.  If your child does not have a Darebin Libraries membership, they can join online and receive a temporary 
membership number that will allow access to all e-Resources.  Please contact us if you require any assistance with 
joining or use of our eResources. 
 

 

  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911505919&sdata=%2F3T%2BRLKmmmwHhGYhE15M5Dhc48PpmlZhv3WhlgnRBzs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911505919&sdata=%2F3T%2BRLKmmmwHhGYhE15M5Dhc48PpmlZhv3WhlgnRBzs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=B0zYmUr%2BF8ucptmKDPPHNWY%2Fz%2FQtBUnabRHv5Tj2yhs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=B0zYmUr%2BF8ucptmKDPPHNWY%2Fz%2FQtBUnabRHv5Tj2yhs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2FPage.aspx%3FID%3D37&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=cZsKa6KIY6%2F38erafhtmwetUh6yXQCPeQ2s1CzITGSo%3D&reserved=0
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For the Community:  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


