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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

Remote and Flexible Learning  
 

From next week we move into stage 2 of the remote learning approach, with several new support 
mechanisms in place aimed to enhance content, delivery and monitoring of learning activities, as well as 
a better connection between teachers and students for wellbeing and engagement purposes:  
 

 Google Classroom will be rolled out for the Prep to Grade 3s as the primary way to deliver activities 
and provide opportunities for parents/carers and their students to interact online with their teachers 
via the comments tool; 

 For Prep to Grade 3 families, Google and ClickView passwords have been sent out via email, as Compass 
was unable to deliver specific emails.  This is the most efficient way to send individualised emails to 
families. 

 Video conferences will commence after a short trial with the grade 5 team using DET approved WebEx; 

 Phone calls can be arranged for specific student issues where direct conversation between the teacher, 
student and the parent/carer is the best way to address a concern, eg: lack of motivation to completed 
tasks; 

 The revised ICT User Agreement sent out Wednesday, and the new Video Conferencing and Phone Call 
Protocols which will be forwarded to families early next week, are designed to support everyone in 
terms of privacy and safe online behaviours; 

 The timing and structure of the learning activities will also be fine-tuned to streamline the work 
happening at home. 

 

I urge all parents to carefully read the stage 2 PowerPoint presentation that will be sent out via a separate 
Compass Newsfeed later today. If possible, print it out and place it on a family noticeboard or the fridge 
for referencing at any time. We hope these improvements will help everyone at home just a little bit more 
in these challenging times.  
 

Remember, the mantra for the children and parents/carers is – ‘Have a go, keep doing your best and try 
not to get stressed’. 
 
Access to School Grounds 
 

The Department have given us guidelines that schools are restricted areas and only those persons 
mentioned on the signs on all gates are allowed to enter the school grounds. I ask all families to adhere 
to the Victorian Government instructions at all times; especially in the case of the two (red and blue) main 
play equipment areas which are now taped off and closed for use.  
 
David Twite 
Principal  

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

APRIL 
 Sat 25: ANZAC Day 

 Sun 26: Kid’s View Conference (Gr6) 

 Tue 28: 2021 Prep School Tours (9.30am or 5.30pm) 

 Thu 30: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Thu 21: District Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 12.00-2.30 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Wed 3: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 9.30-12.00 

 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 

 
 

 

From the Office: 
 

Outstanding Payment Reminder: 
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 16 February 2020 Qkr! 

or 
CC over the phone 

 

Update of Student Details: 
 

You should have received a copy of the Student Enrolment Information Form via email this week.  Please take time 
to read over the details for your child/ren.  If you can make any necessary amendments to the pages online, please 
do so and return to bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  If it’s easier to print and make any changes, please do so, then 
either scan and return via email, or mail the hardcopy to Bell.  Thanks for your help keeping our records up to date. 
 

 

Please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues: 

* making a payment               * using Qkr!               * using Compass 
 

 
 

mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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From the Wellbeing Office: 
 

Does your parenting rulebook still apply?  

The current social isolation policy as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic has confined people to their family 
cocoons. Life for parents is very different now that we can 
no longer share the parenting load with relatives, friends 
and professionals outside the family home. 

Parenting success will require you to quickly adapt to new 
circumstances, by replacing some of your current 
parenting practices with methods more in tune with close 
quarter living. This may seem uncomfortable at first, as 
you may be going against some current beliefs that are in 
vogue. In effect, you may have to create a new parenting 
playbook suited to your family’s needs, rather than being dictated by ‘groupthink’ that social media 
encourages. 

As a way of helping with this process, I’ve examined four common parenting rules of thumb, and 
replaced each with a new, more appropriate rule. 

Current rule: Put your kids first 

Current parenting practices place children before parents in many aspects of life. The tendency 
to put our own personal lives on hold for the duration of their childhood while we cater for children’s 
after school activities is an obvious example. Nothing wrong with wanting the best for our kids, 
but it needs to be questioned if it comes at the cost of a parent’s quality of life. 

Try instead: Put yourself first 

Most parents know the importance of self-care but fail to put it into practice. Make yourself a 
priority and attend to your own physical and mental health and personal happiness. Practise the 
good care habits that we encourage in kids – eat well, sleep well, get plenty of exercise, take 
regular time out and ensure you do something each day that brings you joy. It takes a great deal 
of selflessness to be a parent. Finding ways to prioritise ourselves can actually make us even 
better at it. 

Current rule: Focus on individual good 

The shift to smaller families has brought about a shift in focus from parenting the gang to parenting 
each child individually. This shows in everyday activities such as individually-designed meals for 
each child and paying children for completing chores. The propensity to focus on individual needs 
often comes at the expense of the family good, which is evident when difficult times arise. 

Try instead: Focus on greater good 

Alfred Adler, the father of Individual Psychology believed that children’s moral development is 
fostered in full when they contribute to the wellbeing and functioning of the family. It’s a ‘we’ before 
‘me’ concept. When children are living in close proximity with each other for long lengths of time 
it’s essential for them to consider the needs of others as well as their own needs. “How does my 
behaviour impact on others? How can I help? How can I ease the load?” become the prime 
consideration for all family members. 
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Current rule: Parents are responsible 

The responsibility in many families falls to parents to resolve most problems, even if they are 
owned by kids. If a child leaves a lunch at home, often a well-meaning parent will take it school. 
A child’s friendship issue is resolved by parents. Conflict with a sibling? Mum or dad will sort it 
out. The propensity for parents to take responsibility for what are essentially children’s problems 
is exhausting (for parents) and leads to unprecedented levels of parental guilt when children are 
unhappy. Yes, we even tend to take responsibility for their individual happiness. 

Try instead: Children are responsible 

The current social isolation measures mean it’s almost impossible for a parent to sort out all of a 
child’s problems. “That’s your problem. Please work it out yourself” is the mantra for close quarter 
living you can apply to many situations such as boredom, hunger and dealing with noisy siblings. 
At times of children’s high need during social isolation caused by COVID-19 I suggest that you 
make yourself scarce, emerging only when you know kids have tried and failed to resolve their 
own problems. 

Current rule: Get their compliance 

Most of the current child and adolescent management techniques are built around compliance. 
“How can I get my kids to do as I wish?” still dominates much of the current parenting narrative, 
reflecting old practices when children were seen and not heard, and corporal punishment was in 
vogue. These methods are not suitable for getting kids onside on the family cocoon. 

New rule: Win their cooperation 

Some time in recent years the management narrative shifted from getting compliance to gaining 
cooperation from kids. This shift requires a change in mindset, behaviour and language from 
parents. The language of compliance (“I want you to do this!”) still has a place in family-life albeit 
very minor, however the language of cooperation (“I need this done.”) in all its forms represents 
this essential shift in management mindset that is required in the current circumstances. 

The new circumstances we find ourselves in due to COVID-19 while daunting at first glance, offer 
an opportunity to revisit old habits, principles and rules in all areas of life, including your parenting. 
It’s human nature to feel comfortable with old ways even if they are not working for us. Sometimes 
it takes a crisis such as the one we are all experiencing to examine old habits, principles and rules 
to see if they are suitable. If they are not, then it’s time to create a new rulebook. 

 

Michael Grose 
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Remote Learning Ideas:  
 

 

HELLO FROM DAREBIN LIBRARIES 
 
While our physical libraries are closed, we still have lots to offer you.  We are working 
on some new programming but in the meantime, we have free e-Resources available. 
 
Homework Help:  
 

 Britannica Library: ideal homework help for students of all ages and levels  

 World Book online: a fun and easy to use resource of kids, students or advanced research  

 Darebin Heritage: browse our local history website, with over 900 articles on Darebin's history, a collection of 
photographs, oral histories and even fun local history activities for children. 

 
Educational Games: 
 

 BusyCode: a fun introduction to coding for children aged 6 to 11  

 BusyThings: a fun filled curriculum-based activity site for kids aged 3 to 11  

 Literacy Planet: interactive English literacy activities for students of all ages and abilities  

 Muzzy: a fun resource for kids to learn languages including Italian, Spanish, Chinese and French. 
 
Resources for your students to Read, Listen and Watch:  
 

 Borrow Box: provides high quality digital content with thousands of eBooks and audiobooks to choose from  

 Kanopy: discover over 30,000 films and documentaries something for everyone including children  

 Story Box Library: imagine the best stories being read aloud to you by your favourite storyteller  

 TumbleBook Library: features animated talking books, chapter books, videos, non-fiction titles books in other 
languages such as French and Spanish  

 RB Digital: read comics online a range of over 1,500 titles from Disney to Marvel to manga  

 Who Next? A guide to children’s authors and ideas on what to read next.  
  
With a Darebin Library membership, students can access all these eResources for free through the Darebin Libraries 
website.  If your child does not have a Darebin Libraries membership, they can join online and receive a temporary 
membership number that will allow access to all e-Resources.  Please contact us if you require any assistance with 
joining or use of our eResources. 
 

 

  

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911505919&sdata=%2F3T%2BRLKmmmwHhGYhE15M5Dhc48PpmlZhv3WhlgnRBzs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911505919&sdata=%2F3T%2BRLKmmmwHhGYhE15M5Dhc48PpmlZhv3WhlgnRBzs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=B0zYmUr%2BF8ucptmKDPPHNWY%2Fz%2FQtBUnabRHv5Tj2yhs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2Fkidszone%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=B0zYmUr%2BF8ucptmKDPPHNWY%2Fz%2FQtBUnabRHv5Tj2yhs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinlibraries.vic.gov.au%2FPage.aspx%3FID%3D37&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C098eb68aa128473a106808d7e0c8b1ed%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637225024911515901&sdata=cZsKa6KIY6%2F38erafhtmwetUh6yXQCPeQ2s1CzITGSo%3D&reserved=0
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For the Community:  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 


