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Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

Remote and Flexible Learning  
 

As we finish week 3 of the term, on behalf of the staff, I would like to thank the community for the kind 
words about our efforts to make remote learning as best it can be. With the following initiatives rolling 
out, we hope they will further assist parents/carers at home supporting their children with the tasks set: 
 

 The uptake of Google Classroom for the younger children has been very successful for most accounts. 
However, there are always some technical difficulties, so don’t hesitate to contact the teacher who will 
do their best to help or get further advice from our DigiTech team: Matt Atanasovski, Megan McGowan, 
Ramzey Fayed, and Nick Zhang (part time technician). This team have been amazing supporting staff 
with the uptake of new technologies. Staff will continue to streamline the communication tools within 
Google Classroom, with a particular focus on working out efficient ways to receive finished work for 
feedback. 
 

 Video conferencing trials have been successful this week and all staff are ready to schedule small group 
session at various times next week. The initial purpose is for wellbeing and engagement check-ins and 
give classmates a chance to connect with each other and the teacher. Seeing faces and hearing voices 
(even if its only across the internet) will help with socialisation to some degree. We will start by using 
a DET approved platform WebEx as it has many useful features and is a secure system. The Video 
Conferencing Protocols sent out via Compass today also outline the expectations and safe guards 
allowing everyone a safe online experience, Please note that any conferencing software relies heavily 
on the accessible bandwidth at the host and users end. If video drops out from time to time that is 
WebEx reading the decrease in bandwidth and prioritising audio to keep all users connected with at 
least voice until the internet capacity increase again. Conference times will be communicated in the 
weekly timetable and via email to parents/carers. 
 

 As you are aware, students at Bell now have login details for ClickView. ClickView is a DET approved 
library of resources that from time to time we may ask your child to access in order to view video 
tutorials related to their learning. Some of these videos do have a rating attached so teachers may send 
through video links for videos that do not require a rating, are rated G or sometimes PG.  These videos 
will always be viewed by the teacher before they are sent to students via Google Classroom. Any video 
links that are rated PG will flagged in the weekly timetable that is sent to parents/carers on a Friday 
afternoon. 

 

 The use of phone calls for specific student concerns is encouraged from both a parent/carer or the 
teacher’s perspective, Key points are that a suitable time should be negotiated for the teacher to call 
beforehand, the call will come through as a private displaying ‘No Caller ID’ as staff are using their 
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personal mobiles and if there needs to be a conversation with the child, we require the parent/carer 
to stay present on speaker phone. 

 
After effectively two and a half weeks of remote and flexible learning (even though it feels like a lot 
longer), I want to acknowledge and applaud the huge effort of the parents/carers and also the children 
giving it their best shot. It has been a roller coaster ride for families given the whole COVID-19 crisis, 
however the attitude and dedication towards supporting the kids learning is greatly appreciated by the 
staff. 
 
A reminder for families yet to email back the last page of the revised Digital Technologies User Agreement. 
This is an important task to complete as it ensures everyone is clear on the procedures and expectations 
around the use of ICT especially with the new platforms families are utilising. We will leave that Newsfeed 
on Compass for an extended period of time. Please email the declaration page directly to Dianne Love in 
the front office on love.dianne.d@edumail.vic.gov.au.  
 
Communication in General 
 

With the roll out of Google Classroom we are trying to streamline communication systems to some degree 
and hope this helps parents/carers and students receiving information in a timely and purposeful way. At 
present the following technologies will be used for specific types of communications:  
 

 COMPASS NEWSFEED: Whole school, year level or class level communication - with or without 
attachments 

 EDUMAIL EMAIL:  Email interactions with individual parents – with or without attachments 

 GOOGLE CLASSROOM:  Distributing P-6 teaching and learning tasks, comments and providing student 
feedback. 

 

At this stage we are currently reviewing the use of traditional classroom Blogs given the capabilities of 
Google Classroom as a ‘one stop shop’ for learning. We are also trying not to send out copious amounts 
of information as we know in the early stages of remote and flexible learning we did bombard families. 
 
Access to School Grounds 
 

The Department have given us guidelines that schools are restricted areas and only those persons 
mentioned on the signs on all gates are allowed to enter the school grounds. I ask all families to adhere 
to the Victorian Government instructions at all times; especially in the case of the two (red and blue) main 
play equipment areas which are now taped off and closed for use.  
 
David Twite 
Principal 
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Thu 21: District Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 12.00-2.30 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Wed 3: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 9.30-12.00 

 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (TBA) 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Wed 12-Fri 14 Aug   Proposed Grade 4 Camp  
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Wed 28 – Fri 30 Oct Proposed Grade 6 Camp 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Mon – Wed 9 Dec   Proposed Grade 5 Camp 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 

 
 
 

 
 

From the Office: 
 

Outstanding Payment Reminder: 
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 16 February 2020 Qkr! 

or 
CC over the phone 

 

Update of Student Details: 
 

You should have received a copy of the Student Enrolment Information Form via email recently.  Please take time 
to read over the details for your child/ren.  If you can make any necessary amendments to the pages online, please 
do so and return to bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  If it’s easier to print and make any changes, please do so, then 
either scan and return via email, or mail the hardcopy to Bell.  Thanks for your help keeping our records up to date. 
 

 

Please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues: 

* making a payment               * using Qkr!               * using Compass 
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From the Grade 4 Team:  
 

The Grade Four students have spent a lot of time this term learning about being e-smart. This is especially important 
during remote learning, and the students have shown a great understanding of what they can do to work online in 
a safe way. At the same time they have been refining their skills at making engaging slideshows using Google Slides 
as they work on learning tasks using Google Classroom. Here is a collection of slides from a recent e-smart lesson 
that they completed. These slides are from a range of Grade Four students. 
 

Lily Zampatti, 4B 
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From the PE Department:  
 

Hello Bell families,  
 

Firstly I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy during this time. PE this term is very different to how I have ever 
taught it before, and I’m sure it’s very different for all of you as well. But we are all  doing our best to keep ourselves 
fit and healthy and happy at this time.  
 

In PE this term, I will be organising some resources to keep you moving and look after your mental and physical 
health at home. The aim is to do 30 minutes of moderate to vigorous exercise every day. The timetable sent to 
every student aims to give you some guidance to help keep you active every day. Each day has a theme to keep it 
interesting and fun for the students. Along with this, it’s been great to see so many students being active with their 
families, I have fun bumping in to a number of Bell families on my daily walks around the Merri Creek. I have also 
been sent lots of photos of Bell kids being active at home.  Here’s a few… 
 

Stay safe everyone and remember to get up and move to keep you happy and healthy. 
 

Josh Grogan, PE 
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From the Specialists:  
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For the Community:  
 

 

Mother's Day Collage Masterclass (online) with Jacqui Stockdale 
 
Join with your mum this Mother's Day and create a beautiful collaged portrait with special papers delivered to your 
doorstep.  This is a live 1.5 hour class where you can wave at each other via zoom while making pictures together.  
https://artclassco.weteachme.com/classes/1035735-collage-class-on-mothers-day-online 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartclassco.weteachme.com%2Fclasses%2F1035735-collage-class-on-mothers-day-online&data=02%7C01%7Cmeredith.laura.j%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C92a6967f337a4260346008d7ecc79924%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637238214339866514&sdata=UxqVRZVth9v%2ByDDKbqo3r53bx434AUHZMYwlKhZEBQs%3D&reserved=0

