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Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

The ‘New Normal’ is here 
As outlined in the Compass newsfeed on Wednesday, we move to the second stage of on-site learning next Tuesday 
with slightly different start and finish times for all students. 
 
Start times (Drop off): 

 Families with surnames A-K must drop children at any gate between 8.50am-9.10am 

 Families with surnames L-Z must drop children at any gate between 9.10am-9.30am 
 
There will be staff on the gates to assist those who need some re-assurance. Explicit teaching and learning time 
must start at 9.30am so please be as punctual as possible.  
 
Finish times (Pick up):           

 Families with surnames A-K collect children at a pre-arranged gate between 3.10pm-3.25pm 

 Families with surnames L-Z collect children at a pre-arranged gate between 3.25pm-3.40pm 
 
Please ensure you have pre-arranged a meeting gate with your child for end of day pick up. Gates have been 
numbered to assist with this and a member of the leadership team will be at each entrance and can quickly 
communicate with other gates if there is a mix up. 
 
There will be staggered breaks for different grade levels as flagged in earlier information. The daily timetable will 
be as follows: 
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During week 9, the Grade 3-6 teachers will be delivering a balanced program; re-establishing face to face teaching 
and learning routines with some engagement and wellbeing activities. For the last few weeks of Term 2, all teachers 
will be focusing on a range of assessments including observations, conferences and formal assessment tools to 
gauge where individual students and the entire class are at after the remote learning experience.  
 
Whilst much of the work done at home was submitted and collected by teachers via Google Classroom tools, 
accurate diagnosis and assessment was problematic. Therefore, a concentrated effort at school provides precise 
evidence to plan for the rest of the year. 
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Drink Bottle at School 
As the drink taps are unable to be used at the moment, we have previously ask all students to bring a labelled water 
bottle that stays at school every day during the week. Thank you to the vast majority of P-2 families who have 
organised this. To ensure children are well hydrated and considering good hygiene, I emphasise the following 
points: 
 

 We have installed additional troughs and taps at various parts of the school for students to refill their bottles, 
and teachers will continue to remind children to rinse and re-fill when necessary; 

 Bottles should go home on Fridays for a thorough clean and must be returned at the start of the week. It is 
problematic to ensure children have enough water without their own bottle each day, however if a bottle is left 
at home your child will not go thirsty; 

 Students will be instructed not to share bottles at any time, similar to the no food sharing rule. 
 
Access to School Grounds After Hours 
After the Victorian Chief Health Officer announced the easing of restrictions for sport and exercise from 1 June, DET 
has provide me with some clarification about community use of our grounds. Therefore, the following points are 
relevant for people wishing to use the active  spaces on the school site: 

 Up to 20 people can participate in outdoor group sport and exercise activities, provided you can keep your 
distance (at least 1.5 metres apart) and are not competitive; 

 Only one group of participants is permitted to use a single facility at a time (eg: basketball court or oval); 

 School facilities cannot be used by local sporting clubs, community groups or families within 30 minutes of the 
start or end of the school day. This is to avoid unnecessary mixing with other members of the community; 

 If families are wanting to access the grounds whilst OSHClub are operating, I ask people to keep a good distance 
from that group who always have priority to use active areas as part of their daily program.  

There is also a directive from the government that up to 20 people can use public playgrounds, outdoor gyms and 
skateparks. However, I am yet to receive definitive clarification from DET if our play equipment is classified as public 
or not, given the easy access due to our low fences. In the meantime, I can communicate that the blue play 
equipment (near the courts) are cleaned/sanitised twice a day during the week, but not on weekends.  

2021 Enrolments  - Virtual Tour  
Thank you to the families who have already returned a 2021 enrolment form.  For those yet to collect one, please 
do so as soon as practical. The office staff are able to email the form if that is more convenient for you to print at 
home. Early numbers for next year helps us forward plan with greater assurance. 
 
We have sent out a virtual tour video to new families in the area that have expressed an interest in enrolling their 
child, as the usual face to face tours are on hold until further notice. Please  help us spread the word for new families 
to contact the school about next year at Bell Primary School. 
 
Adult Access to School 
Although we must continue to keep additional adults in the school grounds to a minimum, parents and carers are 
welcome to visit the office for particular reasons, eg: to return paperwork or devices on loan, sign their child in late, 
sign their child out early, etc. 
 
Lost Property 
As student numbers start to increase, so does the lost property issue. Here are the simple steps to hopefully reduce 
this frustrating issue for families and the school: 
 

 Please ensure all clothes are labelled;  

 Keep encouraging your child/ren to look after their belongings in the classroom and outside;  

 Set an expectation for them to have a thorough look before contacting the teacher via email to assist.  
Teaching responsibility and independence is a job for all of us to work together; 

 Parents and carers can come to the front office in the main building to check the lost property bin; 

 Keep treasured items at home. 
 
David Twite 
Principal 
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From the Assistant Principal: 
 

Adjustments to Semester 1 Student Reports & Parent-Carer/Teacher Conferences 
As mentioned in a previous newsletter, the Department of Education and Training has adjusted the expectations of 
Student Reports for Semester 1 in recognition of the transition to remote and flexible learning during Term 2.  
Teachers will provide a written report for the parent/carer of each student enrolled at the school for Semester 1.  
Student reports for Semester 1 2020 will include: 
 

 A  description of the content taught in the areas of English and Mathematics; 

 Comments regarding student learning achievement, based on the Victorian Curriculum F-10 for English and 
Mathematics; 

 A general comment that will include how the student has adjusted to the remote and flexible learning 
environment. 

 

While our school has continued to deliver its teaching and learning program and monitor the achievement and 
progress of each student remotely, there have been some unprecedented changes to our usual program.  As a 
result of this, the usual teacher judgement that is indicated through a point scale will not be included in Semester 
1 reports. This is aligned with the Department’s revised expectations for mid-year reports this year. 
 
Thank you for your continued support during remote and flexible learning.  
 
A reminder that this year, an individual Parent/Carer and Teacher Conference has been included as part of our 
reporting to parents. These will be conducted in Week 2 of Term 3, following the distribution of Semester 1 student 
reports in Week 1. Further information regarding Parent/Carer and Teacher Conferences will be provided next 
week.  
 
DET Remote and Flexible Learning Surveys 

Learning from home is a big change for schools, teachers, students and families. We would love to know how this 

new way of learning is going for your child so far, so we are inviting you and your child to please take the time to 

complete the Learning from Home Survey. The information you provide will be used to drive school improvements. 
 

 The survey will be conducted online and should take 10 minutes to complete;  

 The survey can be completed on any internet enabled device (desktop or laptop computer, tablet, smartphone) 

and is compatible with most browsers; 

 The survey will be open until Friday 26 June 2020.  
 

Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential. The survey is conducted anonymously and it is 

important to us that you complete the survey as honestly as possible. Your comments in the final, open-ended 

questions will be provided back to the school. 

 

Please follow the instructions below to complete the survey. Please note that there are separate instructions for 

parents and students. 

 

To complete the PARENT survey, simply: 

1. Click on the link below, or copy and paste the text into your browser. This link will take you directly to the 

survey. NOTE: Only one parent from your family is invited to complete the survey. 

https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/parents   

2. Select the School and Campus name below. 

School Name: Bell Primary School 

3. Enter the School PIN below. 

PIN: 870084 

4. When complete, please click on the ‘FINISHED!’ button at the end of the survey to submit your answers. Please 

note that the survey will time out after 60 minutes of inactivity. 

  

https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/parents
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To complete the STUDENT survey, simply ask / assist your child to follow the instructions below: 

1. Click on the link below, or copy and paste the text into your browser. This link will take you directly to the 

survey. NOTE: Only students in Years 4 to 12 are invited to participate in this survey. 

https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/students 

2. Select the School and Campus name below. 

School Name: Bell Primary School 

3. Enter the School PIN below. 

PIN: 2115 

 
Emma Heywood 
Assistant Principal  

https://www.orima.com.au/lfh/students
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

JUNE 
 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Grades 3-6 return to school 
 Wed 10: Classroom Cuisine returns (Wed + Fri only) 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Wed 12-Fri 14 Aug   Proposed Grade 4 Camp  
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 11: School Photos – new date! 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Wed 28-Fri 30 Oct Proposed Grade 6 Camp 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Mon 7-Wed 9 Dec   Proposed Grade 5 Camp 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From the Office: 
 

URGENT - Student Medication, eg:  Epipens, Inhalers, Antihistamines, Panadol, etc: 
 

If your child took home any school-based medication before the Covid-19 closure, it is essential you send it back 
to the school office with your child on the day of their return.  Also, if you have received an email regarding 
expired medication and/or plans, these will need to be updated and also returned to the school office on your 
child’s return to Bell. 

 

Outstanding Payment Reminder: 
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 16 February 2020 Qkr! 

or 
CC over the phone 

 
Ordering Uniforms:   psw.com.au – ordered online – delivered to your door! 

 
Technical Issues:  please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues -  

 Making a payment 
 Using Qkr! 
 Using Compass 
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From Classroom Cuisine re Online Lunches:  
 

 
 

For the Community:  
 
CITY OF DAREBIN MAYOR’S WRITING AWARDS 
The Darebin Mayor’s Writing Awards for Young People are NOW OPEN! There are 
two categories: one for primary and another for secondary school aged writers!  
There are great prizes to be won - including cash and book vouchers!   For more 
information and entry details go to:  
 https://www.darebinarts.com.au/whats-on/darebin-mayors-writing-awards-for-young-people/ 

 

 
 

 
BELL PRIMARY SCHOOL - TERM 2 - 2020 

RESUMPTION OF SERVICE  
WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS FROM WEDNESDAY 10 JUNE 

 

www.classroomcuisine.com.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.darebinarts.com.au%2Fwhats-on%2Fdarebin-mayors-writing-awards-for-young-people%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbell.ps%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C332a34482f8f4a5767fd08d80774962b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637267544707598788&sdata=t%2B18kWBJTzsyq7AtBpZWK31Q4w9B3xjCbXptWY%2FAKT4%3D&reserved=0
http://www.classroomcuisine.com.au/

