
 

Bell PS Newsletter 13 March 2020 

www.bellps.vic.edu.au bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au Phone:  9480 5622 

Principal:  David Twite Assistant Principal:  Emma Heywood 

 

Bell Primary School is a caring community that fosters a love of learning in young people.  At school and beyond, students are confident to 
think critically and empowered to thrive in a rapidly evolving world.  We are grounded by our school values of resilience, creativity, curiosity, 
collaboration and respect. 
 

Bell Primary School is a Child Safe School.  We are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people, and have zero 
tolerance for child abuse. 
 

Bell Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation as the traditional custodians of 
the land the school is located upon, and pays respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 
 

From the Principal:  
 

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) – Update 
The Commonwealth Government has continued to update travel restrictions this week. As you may be aware, in recent 
days the World Health Organization declared the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) a pandemic reflecting widespread 
increasing transmission of the virus globally. Travel bans have also been extended to include Italy, in addition to the 
existing bans to the Republic of Korea, Iran and mainland China. Visitors who are not Australian citizens or permanent 
residents, or their dependants, will not be allowed entry into Australia. Some of our students and families may be 
affected by the travel advice, and I’d encourage you to support each other.  
 

DET have also provided me with clear procedures if/when I am notified that a staff member or student at our school is 
in one of the categories.  Categories for contacting DHHS: 
 

 the person is a confirmed case of COVID-19 

 the person is a close contact of a confirmed case of COVID-19 within in the past 14 days. 
 

‘Close contact’ is defined by DHHS as someone who has had at least 15 minutes of face-to-face contact with a confirmed 
case, or shared a closed space with someone for more than two hours with a confirmed case.  I urge families to 
communicate such situations to me immediately so I can seek specific advice from the relevant authorities. All matters 
of this nature will be treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
 

In the meantime, everyone can protect against infections by practising good hand and respiratory hygiene. Here are 
some tips that we all can continue to follow: 
 

1. Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into your elbow. 
2. Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards. 
3. Wash your hands regularly using soap and water, including after using the toilet, and before eating. 

 

Please refer to the Department’s coronavirus web page for the latest advice and information. 
 

At this stage, I have no instructions or specific information about school closures as that is a decision made by DET, DHHS 
after advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer. I will continue to keep the community up to date as much as possible 
when new instructions come to hand. Please keep your Compass app switched on for newsfeeds. 
 

Neurodiversity Week 
As part of the School Council initiative to celebrate inclusion and diversity, we will have a focus on neurodiversity next 
week.  Put simply, it’s about natural differences in people’s brains. This means that some people may perceive, process 
and express their experience of themselves, and the world, uniquely. Some activities during this special week include: 
 

 An introduction to the celebrations by the School Captains at Assembly on Monday 

 A lesson in each classroom about neurodiversity sometime during the week. 

 Posters around the school to build awareness and deeper understanding 

 A ‘Wear it Differently’ day on Thursday 19 March. The idea is to dress a little differently…whether it’s wearing colourful 
socks, or an interesting T-shirt… whatever you like…to show your support for neuro-diverse people in our community, 
and to celebrate the fact that in this world we need all kinds of different minds. 

 
David Twite 
Principal 
 

http://www.bellps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:bell.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.comms.educationupdates.vic.gov.au%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D770f4d1425f14b0d9936ca688e358872%26id%3Dcd3d64bd%26e%3D810cb9a7717ec1b7&data=02%7C01%7CMaria.Carnovale%40education.vic.gov.au%7C78c9f7b6f173474be27b08d7b108ae52%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637172523156776761&sdata=l0UFtUTUtoaNMmzUwariOOnqbQ4AcURcSe2TVcDhSSU%3D&reserved=0
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Important Dates in 2020: 
 

MARCH (*** new date) 
 Mon 16-Fri 20: Neurodiversity Celebration Week 

 Thu 19: Neurodiversity Week Event “Wear It Differently” 

 Thu 19: School Council Meeting, 7pm 

 Fri 20: Summer Sport v St Josephs (home) 

 Fri 20: National Day Against Bullying 

 Fri 20: Young Leaders Conference (Gr5/6 JSC + Captains) 

 Tue 24: Carnevale @ Bell 

 Fri 27: Summer Sport v Westgarth (home) 

 Fri 27: End of Term Cupcake Stall 

 Fri 27: Kid’s Movie Night @ Westgarth Cinemas 

 Fri 27: Final day Term 1, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

APRIL 
 Tue 14: First day Term 2 

 Wed 15-Fri 17: Gr6 Camp: Marysville 

 Sat 25: ANZAC Day 

 Sun 26: Kid’s View Conference (Gr6) 

 Tue 28: 2021 Prep School Tours (9.30am or 5.30pm) 

 Thu 30: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 
 

MAY 
Tue 5: School Photo Day #1 
Thu 7-Fri 8: Mother’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 
Mon 11: Grandparent’s Day 
Thu 21: School Photos Day #2 
Thu 21: District Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 12.00-2.30 
Wed 27-Fri 29: Gr5 Camp:  Waratah Bay 
Wed 27-Wed 3: Reconciliation Week 
 

JUNE 
 Wed 3: Division Cross Country, Bundoora Pk, 9.30-12.00 

 Mon 8: Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 Tue 9: Curriculum Day #4 (student free) 

 Wed 17: Regional Cross Country, Bundoora Park, PM 

 Mon 22-Fri 26: Gr4 Bike Ed Camp:  Maldon 

 Fri 26: Final day Term 2, 2.30pm dismissal 
 

JULY 
 Mon 13: First day Term 3 

 Wed 15: 2021 Prep School Tour (9.30am) 

 Fri 24: Division Winter Sports Playoff (f/ball + n/ball) 
 

AUGUST 
Thu 7: Trivia Night 
Thu 20: Dist Athletics, Collingwood Harriers, 9.30-3.00 
Fri 28: Wear It Purple Day 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 Thu 3-Fri 4: Father’s & Special Person’s Day Stall 

 Thu 10: Division Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.30-3.00  

 Fri 18: Final day Term 3, 2.30pm dismissal 

 Fri 18: Kid’s Movie Night 
 

OCTOBER 
 Mon 5: First day Term 4 

 Tue 6: Gr1 Swimming #1 

 Wed 7: National Walk/Ride To School Day 

 Wed 7: Regional Athletics, Meadowglen, 9.00-3.30 

 Thu 8: Gr1 Swimming #2 

 Tue 13: Gr1 Swimming #3 

 Thu 15: Gr1 Swimming #4 

 Fri 16: Summer Sport v Fairfield (home) 

 Tue 20: Gr1 Swimming #5 

 Thu 22: Gr1 Swimming #6 

 Fri 23: Summer Sport v Northcote (home) 

 Fri 30: Summer Sport v Penders Grove (away) 
 

NOVEMBER 
 Tue 3: Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

 Nov 6: Summer Sport v Preston  

 Sat 21: Bell PS Fete 
 

DECEMBER 
 Thu 3: International Day for People with a Disability 

 Fri 18: Final day Term 4 

 

 
 

From the Office:  Outstanding Payments Reminder  
 

Event Who Amount Due Date Payment Method 
Essential Education Items Prep-6 $280 Sun 16 Feb Qkr! 
Young Leaders Conference Selected Gr5-6 $25 Mon 16 Mar Qkr! 
Carnevale Biscotti Whole School $2 Tue 17 Mar Cash to Teacher 
Marysville Camp Grade 6 $365 Fri 20 Mar Qkr! 
 
 

 

Please contact the office urgently if you are having any issues: 

 making a payment 

 using Qkr! 

 using Compass 
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From the Fundraising Team:  
 

Kids Movie Night:  POSTPONED! 
 

The FUNdraising Team, along with the 

Finance Committee, feel it is the most 

appropriate decision to postpone the 

Kid’s Movie Night given the current 

circumstances. 

As well as being lots of FUN, this FUNdraising event is designed 

to be profitable and if we were to cancel at a later date closer 

to the event, we would still be responsible for paying the 

cinema hire fee. 

If you have already purchased tickets via Qkr!, the funds will sit in credit in your school account.  You are then able 

to use this credit towards any upcoming school related expenses (eg: events, excursions, camps, fees etc). 

We look forward to organising another Movie Night later in the year. 

 

Cupcake Stall - End of Term 1 Celebration:  Friday 27 March 
 

Our annual Cupcake Stall will take place after assembly on Friday 27 March.  
Cupcakes are sold for $1 each and will be available to purchase at tables set up for 
Preps, Grades 1-3, and Grades 4-6. 
 

Thank you to those who have already signed up – however we are in serious need of 
volunteers to bake cupcakes and assist with sorting and selling the cupcakes – WE 
CANNOT RUN THIS EVENT WITHOUT VOLUNTEERS.  Please sign here to help out:  

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3219053/false?popup=true#/invitation 
 

We have two new Cupcake Captains in Octavia & Clancy….it is great to have some new fundraisers on board and 
thanks so much for putting your hands up to coordainte this fun event. 
 

Can You Help with Fundraising? 
 

Fundraising works best when we have many members of our community helping 
and this year is a big one with our fete. 
 

Current Roles we need to fill: 

 Donations Coordinator (x2) 
o We need to collect donations/prizes for both the Trivia Night & Fete 
o These donations really enhance these events and significantly contribute financially to our raised profit 
o You would be required to canvass local businesses and reach out to other networks 
o This role does not require you to seek sponsorship etc, just a donated item to go towards a prize/raffle etc, 

for which the company would be thanked with a certificate and mention in our newsletter/website 
 
If you can assist with these roles – it would be GREAT!  Please email us at bellpsfundraising@gmail.com or tap us 
on the shoulder in the playground. 
 
Cheers, 
The FUNdrasing Team  
bellpsfundraising@gmail.com 
 
  

https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3219053/false?popup=true#/invitation
mailto:bellpsfundraising@gmail.com
mailto:bellpsfundraising@gmail.com


School Values:  Creativity, Respect, Resilience, Curiosity, Collaboration P4 

 

Bell PS Uniforms: 
 

NEW UNIFORMS – PSW.COM.AU 
All Bell Primary School uniform, including hats and bags, is available from PSW online at psw.com.au 

or from their store at 12 Strathalbyn Street, Kew East.  PSW can be contacted on 9768 0381.  A flyer 

has been sent to all families via Compass Newsfeed. 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORMS 
Bell’s Second Hand Uniform Shop is open for purchasing of GOOD QUALITY  second hand uniforms.  

Good quality donations can be made directly to the Shop or to the Admin Office.  Thank you. 
 

 Monday mornings: 9.00am – 9.30am 

 Wednesday mornings: 8.45am – 9.15am 

 Wednesday afternoons: 3.00pm =- 4.00pm. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 
Named Lost Property is being organised by the very patient Kim Veale.  Could parents please label 

ALL of their children’s clothes with their SURNAME and FIRST INITIAL, so we can assist your 

family in having clothes returned. 
 

Please encourage your children to look after their belongings and collect them after break 

times. 
 

Unnamed clothes not collected from the hooks in the hall near the Admin Office, within a fortnight, 

will be regularly donated to local Op Shops. 
 

 

 

From the Wellbeing Office:  Child Safe 
 
Bell Primary School is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will be the 
primary focus of our care and decision-making. 
 

Bell Primary School has zero tolerance for child abuse. 
 

We are committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and feel safe, 
and their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be paid to the cultural 
safety of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 
backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a disability and children who are vulnerable. 
 

Every person involved in Bell Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role they 
play individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the 
forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 
 

On arrival at Bell Primary School, all volunteers, visitors and contractors must make contact with the office, sign in 
at the front desk, and wear a visitor’s badge while on site. 
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From the Wellbeing Office: 
 

Helping your child navigate tricky friendships 

Friendships are an important aspect of all of our lives – perhaps even more so for our children as they navigate the 
often complex years of growing up and discover their place in the world. As our young people grow and develop, 
so do their friendships. 
 
In the early years, many friendships are developed through manufactured situations and groups we are involved in 
as parents. First time mother’s groups, antenatal birthing classes, playgroup, church groups and other friendship 
groups for mothers, often become the first opportunities that our children have to play and develop these early 
skills of relating to their peers. It is during these early toddler years that we can safely observe and guide our 
children’s play time. We can help them deal with minor disputes over whose turn it is to play with the truck, use 
the dress up cape or the blocks. We teach our children to play fairly, share and take turns. 
 
As our children enter their early Primary School years, these friendships develop more out of our earshot. Some 
parents may even feel a little concerned that they will not know each of your child’s friends at school and whom 
they choose to be influenced by. However, there is a lot we can do as parents to help guide our children through 
these years of critical relationship building. Developing the strategies to deal with friendship conflicts, tricky 
situations and issues of bullying are lifelong skills that will stand them in good stead for the years ahead. 
 

What makes a good friend? 
From an early age, we can have conversations with our children around what makes a good, healthy friendship. 
What are the qualities we look for in a friend? I have asked this very question of hundreds of children over the past 
two decades and the same qualities are mentioned time and time again: 
 

 Honest 

 Trustworthy 

 Friendly 

 Dependable 

 Kind-hearted 

 Humorous 

 Forgiving 
 
These qualities are probably the same for many of us parents too. However we also need to remember that we 
should also display these qualities if we are seeking positive and healthy friendships. We will actually attract these 
same qualities in the friendships we make when we model these ourselves. 
 

Lead by Example 
Whether we like it or not, our children are observing us all the time. They watch how we speak, act and conduct 
our own friendships.   
 
A few days ago, I was astounded by an exchange I observed on social networking site Facebook between two grown 
women – mothers – right in front of their children’s watchful gaze. What was perhaps the most distressing for those 
observing, were a few comments posted intermittently by the young children of these women – who were 

observing every hurtful missile fired between the two! One child simply wrote:  ‘Please! will you stop calling my 
mum names!”  “Please will you stop speaking to my mum that way, she doesn’t deserve it!’ And my heart 
broke!  These parents were clearly having a very heated falling out – but to play this out in a very public way and 
under the ever-watchful eyes of their children was just so sad. To these children, the modelling is already occurring 
before their eyes. 
 

Model your own positive Friendships 
As parents, we can do a lot to teach our children about navigating friendships by modelling our own in a positive 
way. Demonstrate that a friendship is a two-way street by phoning your friend occasionally, sending an encouraging 
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note or card, or making a meal for them if they are unwell. When we do these things naturally in our own 
relationships, we are teaching our children how supportive real friendships can be. 
 

Dealing with Tricky Friends 
We will always encounter friendships that can become a little complex or tricky at times. Our children will find this 
very difficult when it occurs but we can teach them how to handle this effectively and let them know that it is okay 
to set their own boundaries and enforce these when necessary. 
 

Hurt Feelings 
Feelings will often be hurt during our friendships- that is the nature of living in relationship and part of a community. 

However, it is how we deal with hurt feelings – that is most important. When your child experiences hurt feelings, 
try and use this as a teachable moment! 
 
Recently my daughter came home from school feeling down. A girl in her class had distributed her birthday party 
invitations in front of a gathered group of friends – however she did not invite my daughter.  My daughter was 
clearly stunned as she relayed the story to me.  ‘Why would someone DO THAT?!’ she questioned. ‘It is just SO 
mean!’.  It became a great teachable moment for her. We talked about how this girl must be feeling about herself 
and her position amongst the girls if she has to noticeable, in front of everyone, NOT invite a well-liked, popular girl 
in the group. It was all about this girl’s feelings of power, or lack of.  
 
I talked to my daughter about how she was feeling at that moment, and explained to her that there will always be 
people who deliberately (in this case) or accidentally hurt our feelings. What my daughter could learn from this is 
how NOT to treat others – whether they are your closest friend or just a part of your social group at school. Be 
mindful of other’s feelings. 
 
When it came time for my daughter to plan her own birthday party, and she had a limited number of guests allowed, 
she made it a point to hand out her invitations in private and at a time that would not cause upset to others. 
 
We cannot possibly protect our children from having their feelings hurt or having to deal with difficult people – but 

we can teach them how to respond and learn valuable life skills about navigating tricky friendships. 
 

Most Friendships won’t last Forever 
If you had have told me at age eight that my best friend in the entire world, would not have been my lifelong friend 
forever, I would simply not have believed you! But to our children, their friendships do seem ‘lifelong’ and 
permanent. They cannot imagine these relationships ever drifting apart. However, the reality is, most of our early 
friendships don’t continue on forever and this is a good point to teach our children. Some friends are with us for a 
reason, and some for just a season. But each will bring something unique to our lives and perhaps teach us a lesson 

– even if that lesson is what we don’t want or need in a friend. 

 
Be Friendly! 
As much as this may seem like such a simple point to make, it is important that our children learn to be friendly – 
even to those who are unkind or cause conflict in our lives. There will always be people who annoy us, speak rudely 
to us for no apparent reason. But we are not always privy to what is going on in their lives. If someone is mean or 
nasty to your daughter, explain to her that we don’t always understand why people choose to be rude to us or react 
in certain ways. What we can do is demonstrate some grace and act with kindness. 
 

Elbert Hubbard said:  ‘In order to have friends, you must first be one.’ 
 
This is a good mantra to teach our young people. So often, our children complain that they have no real friends, or 
they are not popular at school. But this quote is a timely reminder that they need to practice being a friend. The 
more you practice being friendly and being interested in others, the more people will be drawn to you.  Friendships 
will always be a lifelong learning opportunity. Hopefully, as we navigate and manage our own friendships as adults, 
we can model to our own children how to best take this journey through life. 
 
Sharon Witt  
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This includes people who have: 
ADHD, 

Dyslexia, Dysparhia & Dyscalclia, 
Dyspraxia, 

Tourette’s Syndrome, 
Mental Health Conditions, 

Are Autistic, 
And Many More. 
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From the MCG: 
 
Six girls who play in the Darebin Falcons Under 11s cricket team participated in the T20 women’s cricket World Cup Final on 
Sunday night at the MCG.  The girls took part as anthem kids walking out with the players, then played at half time in front of 
a record-breaking 86,174 people. What a way to celebrate International Women’s Day!  The girls were Dorothea, Hazel, Julia, 
Annie, Ava, Mae and Adelaide. 
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From the MCG: 
 

I won tickets to the Women’s T20 World Cup Final!  by Isla 

 
All of the students in my class were asked to create an artwork and write about a favourite female sportsperson 
who inspires us.  Kat Theophanous, the local member for Northcote, invited us to participate in an activity 
celebrating sportswomen, and giving us a chance to win tickets to the Women’s T20 Cricket World Cup final. 
 
I wrote about Ellyse Perry.  She is an Australian cricket player and soccer player. She is also really famous.  On 
Wednesday last week, Xenia came into class to tell me I had won the tickets.  I felt excited and happy. I went with 
my family and while we were there we took some photos.  There were more than 86 thousand people there.  There 
were a lot of wonderful wickets by Australia from bowlers, from catches and from the wicket keepers. It was 
Australia versus India.  Australia won.  Sadly, Ellyse Perry hurt her leg so she wasn’t on the field.  Thanks, Kat!  
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For the Community:  
 

Message from OSH Club:  
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
On behalf of OSHClub, I would like to thank you all for your support and participation over the last week with the 
new and improved program that has been implemented.  Our main objective with the changes to the program are 
to engage your children with larger group activities, which will result in a positive outcome on their social skills and 
promote personal development.  This has already had a positive impact on the children. 
 
If you or your child/children have any suggestions moving forward please contact the service number on 0413 123 
119. 
 
Please join us next week for what we call crowd pleasers. 
 

 Tuesday 17 March:  OSHChefs: Ready, Steady, Cook - as two teams battle it out for one major prize. 

 Thursday 19 March:  OSH45 with a very Special Guest. 
 
Thanks, 
Elizabeth Wissell 
 
 
 

 
 
 


